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Burning Questions. 

Burning Questions of the Life that now is, and of that which is to come. 

By Washington Gladden. New York : The Century Co. 1890. Pp. 248. 

By " Burning Questions " are meant such as the following : " Has Evolution 
abolished God?" "Who is Jesus Christ?" " Is death the end?" etc. Eight 
of these are treated in all. The discussion is evidently intended for popular 
uses, and although the subjects treated are of the most difficult sort, an admir- 
able simplicity is maintained throughout. At the same time the book is not so 
elementary as to be uninteresting to one of more advanced scholarship. In a 
treatment of themes so hard, it would be strange if some deficiencies could 
not be detected, especially in so brief a work. In the main, however, the 
argument is as convincing as any argument of things spiritual can be, and 
will be of great interest and profit to many readers. In the matter of form, it 
is an unusually attractive volume. 

Some Commentaries on Hebrews. 

The Pulpit Commentary. Hebrews. Exposition by Rev. J. Barmby, B. D., 

Homiletics by Rev. C. Jerdan and others. New York : A. D. F. Randolph 

and Co. Price $2.00 
The Epistles to the Hebrews : with Notes. By C. J. Vaughan, D. D. 

New York : Macmillan and Co. Price $2.25. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews. The Greek Text with Notes and Essays. 

By Brooke Foss Westcott, D. D., D. C. L. New York : Macmillan and Co. 

Price $4.00. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews. [The Expositor's Bible.] By Thomas Charles 

Edwards, D. D. New York : A. C. Armstrong and Son. Price $1.50. 

These four volumes upon this single Epistle reveal the interest which thought- 
ful men feel in this portion of the Holy Scriptures. To one who has not 
reflected upon it, this interest seems strange, if not unaccountable. This 
Epistle, in a greater degree than most other parts of the New Testament, 
appears to be far away from us. Its elaborate quotations, so difficult to explain 
and to justify on scientific principles ; its long array of references to Jewish 
worship which has passed away and left many of these references dark, and 
some unintelligible ; the local and personal character of the argumentation, 
occasioned, perhaps, by the persons addressed and their peculiar situation — 
these among other considerations lead the superficial reader to pass lightly 
over the Epistle to the Hebrews. They have left it too often to the literalist, 
who has distorted its symbols into realities, or to the apocalyptic, who has run 
riot amidst its types. 

But Canon — now Bishop — Westcott is neither one nor the other of the above 
classes of students. When he, the devout scientific exegete, declares that 
" every student of the Epistle to the Hebrews must feel that it deals in a 
peculiar degree with the thoughts and trials of our own time," he causes the 



